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Holman Specialist Paints

Exterior Woodwork, Preparation and Painting Guidance

The preparation and repair of the surface is essential to ensure long term durability of the coating and woodwork.
Excess moisture in timber may lead to paint failure, therefore this needs to kept to an absolute minimum.
For more information and guidance please do not hesitate to call our Technical Department on 01793 511 537.

Surface Preparation:

Weather conditions

Do not attempt surface preparation or apply coatings when there is a risk of rain or frost. In general, solvent-borne
coatings should not be applied below 5°C and waterborne coatings should not be applied below 8 °C.

Surface condition

Ensure surfaces are in a clean, dry condition, free from dust, dirt, wax, grease and surface moisture. The moisture
content of the timber should not exceed 18% for exterior, and 14% for interior use. All coatings should be applied
to all areas, even those which will be hidden once installed. Any surface mould growth should be removed and an
anti-mould solution applied to halt future growth.

Where the timber has turned grey and fibrous, the surface has lost its structural strength. This needs to be removed
and the surface sanded to fresh clean timber. Failure to provide a fresh new timber surface will result in poor
adhesion of the paint system and lead to early paint film failure.

Timbers with natural extractives or exudation from knots or resinous areas

Some hardwoods contain high levels of natural wood extractives or exudates and some softwood can be highly

resinous. Resins are a naturally occurring component of timber and can be found in pockets within the wood or
associated with knots. Some timber species are naturally more resinous than others and it is often impossible to
detect at the manufacturing stage.

Resin exudation most often occurs on south facing elevations and on darker colours where the heat of the sun liquefies
and mobilises the resins, drawing it to the surface.

Where resin has exuded through the coating
» The best remedial treatment is to allow the exuded resin to weather until it dries and oxidises, forming a
white crystalline powder. The dried resin can then be removed with a stiff nylon or natural bristle brush.
Wipe down with cellulose thinners or methylated spirits (not White Spirit) on a lint-free cloth, frequently
changing the face of the cloth. Allow solvent to evaporate fully before overcoating.

Shellac Knotting may be used providing it is compatible with subsequent coatings and timber type.

However, the use of knotting cannot guarantee against the discolouring effects of knots, natural timber extractives
and/or potential blistering from resin or gum exudation.

Note: The use of Shellac Knotting under translucent systems is not recommended.

Minor areas of coating damage, shakes or open joints should be repaired as follows:
Minor flaking affecting small areas of the topcoat surface but the timber substrate is not exposed
» Abrade the damaged area with a fine grade abrasive paper to remove all unsound coating and feather
out to leave a smooth surface.
» Clean down and wash the abraded area to remove dust, and allow to dry.

Moisture penetrating joints, end grain, mitres or natural movement of the timber has opened shakes
» Abrade the damaged area with a fine grade abrasive paper to remove all unsound coating and feather
out to leave a smooth surface.

» Clean down and wash the abraded area to remove dust, and allow to dry.

» Treat bare wood, where appropriate with a surface penetrating preservative primer or priming oil and
allow to dry.

» Spot Prime areas of bare timber and allow to dry.

» Seal any open joints with joint sealer applied by mastic gun.

»  Wipe with a damp cloth or spatula to give a smooth joint and allow to dry to a clear finish.

» Seal any exposed end grain with end grain sealer and allow to dry.
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Fixings (nail/screw) holes / small defects
» Metal fixings for timber should ideally be of stainless steel to avoid surface discolouration.
»  Fill small surface defects with a good quality wood filler.
» Rub down with a fine grade abrasive paper in the direction of the grain. Do not break through the
surface of the surrounding coating system. Remove all dust.

Larger surface defects
»  Fill surface defects greater than 5mm in depth, including large knots that have been removed, with a good
quality two pack wood filler. For optimum performance, fillers should be used on bare timber.
» Once cured, rub down with a medium grade (P120) abrasive paper to provide a key. Remove all dust.

» Note: Translucent finishes are not formulated to obscure the grain, therefore filling and stopping
should be avoided wherever possible. Use fillers specifically designed for use with timber.

» When using translucent coatings, there is little need to filling fascia board joints and butt joints as
the change in grain from one section to the other may draw attention to the filler.

Timber end grains
» Exposed and damaged end grains can allow water to enter the timber and cause swelling. Over time this
can lead the coating to split and timber to decay.
» Saturate exposed end grains with an end grain sealer using a small stiff bristle brush or smallfilling knife.

Glazing beads
» Itis not unusual for the bottom horizontal bead to be subject to high levels of moisture and weathering and
will require more frequent maintenance than other areas of the joinery.
» Effective sealing between glass and bead should be carried out using a suitable glazing sealant (linseed oil
putty is not recommended).

Joinery design
» Please be aware that flat horizontal surfaces are more likely to act as a reservoir for water and should
be avoided where possible. Cills in particular should be designed with an angle to allow for water run-
off. In addition, avoid sharp edges on cills by rounding to provide a greater and more uniform paint
film thickness.

Post Coating Maintenance
» Ensure all surfaces are cleaned and free from installation or building debris.
» Expected durability periods of coatings will vary and are dependent on the level of weathering the
joinery is exposed to, the type of coating used and the design of the joinery and surrounding building.
» Rainwater goods should be cleaned, blockages removed and any leaks repaired.
» Anannual inspection is recommended to assess joinery and coating condition.

A simple clean with a Maintenance Milk or mild detergent and warm water solution is recommended to
prolong the life of the coating.

Please Note

The final overall appearance of the finish is dependent on a number of factors, including colour, absorbency
and texture of the timber, as well as the shade and type of coating used.

We therefore recommend that a trial application is undertaken before work is carried out, to confirm its
acceptability.

Information provided in this document is given in good faith but without warranty.
It is understood that the user of this product in conjunction with any pre-treatment and priming materials
satisfy themselves as to the suitability of this product for the application.
Always refer to the relevant product datasheet. If in doubt please do not hesitate please contact us.
This information is correct at the date of issue, May 2021
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